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1. AS A RESULT OF THE RESIGNATION OF INDUSTRIES MINISTER 
T.B. SUBASINGHE MARCH l(REFTEL) AND OE THE GOVERNMENT'S 
PRE-ELECTION EMPHASIS ON IMPORTS OF FOOD AND TEXTILES, SOME 
CABINET PORTFOLIOS 'WERE RESHUFELED MARCH 11. THE ONLY NE’W 
FULL CABINET MEMBER IS V.T. G. KARUNARATNE, EORMER DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 'WHO 'WAS MADE 
MINISTER OF TEXTILE INDUSTRY, A NE’W PORTFOLIO DESIGNED TO 
CONCENTRATE ATTENTION ON THE POOR PRODUCTION OF STATE 
TEXTILE FACTORIES AND PRESUMABLY TO COORDINATE INCREASED 
CLOTH IMPORTS (THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE ALLOCATION FOR 
TEXTILE IMPORTS ROSE 208 PERCENT EROM 1976 TO 1977(. 

2. FELIX R.DIAS BANDARANAIKE GAVE UP HIS JUSTICE PORTEOLIO, 
EXCHANGING IT FOR THAT OF FOOD AND COOPERATIVES, WHILE 
KEEPING HIS MOST IMPORTANT JOB AS MINISTER OF FINANCE. 

FOOD IMPORTS, EXPECIALLY SUCH HIGH-PRICED STAPLES AS 
PULSES, ARE DUE TO BE STEPPED UP RADICALLY IN COMING 
MONTHS; DISTRIBUTION, THROUGH THE COOPERATIVES, IS 
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ALWAYS A DIFFICULT EXERCISE AND ONE THAT FELIX WOULD 
LIKE TO STREAMLINE. THERE ARE ALSO STRONG RUMORS THAT 
THE RICE RATION WILL BE INCREASED SUBSTANTIALLY AS SOON AS 
SUEFICIENT STOCKS CAN BE ACCUMULATED. IN A RELATED 
DEVELOPMENT, WE UNDERSTAND THE FOOD COMMISSIONER, M.B. 
SENANAYAKE, IS TO BE REPLACED IN A EEW DAYS. 
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3. NEW MINISTER OF JUSTICE IS RATNASIRI WICKREMANAYAKE, 

WHO CONTINUES AS MINISTER OF PLANTATION INDUSTRIES AS WELL. 

4. S.K. K. SURIYARACHCHI, FORMERLY MINISTER OF FOOD, 

COOPERATIVES, AND SMALL INDUSTRIES, TAKES OVER INSTEAD 
SUBASINGHE'S PORTFOLIO OF INDUSTRIES AND SCIENTIFIC 
AFFAIRS. THE PRESENCE OF A MORE MIDDLE -OF-THE-ROAD 
MINISTER SHOULD PLEASE THOSE INDUSTRIALISTS WHO FOUND 
IT HARD-GOING UNDER LEFTIST T.B. SUBASINGHE. 

6. COMMENT: WITH THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY DUE TO BE 
DISSOLVED IN TEN WEEKS, THE NEW MINISTERS WILL HAVE 
ONLY A SHORT IME IN OFFICE WITH MOST OF THEIR EFFORT 
DEVOTED TO ENHANCING THE PARTY'S PROSPECTS FOR ELECTION. 

REED 
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